
Grand Paris
The Design of the Parisian Agglomeration of the Future

Paris



AÉROPORT

DE

PARIS-ORLY

AÉROPORT DE PARIS

LE BOURGET

AÉROPORT DE PARIS

CH. DE GAULLE

The practice was invited by the French President to study 

‘Grand Paris’ looking at the future of the French capital as an 

integrated metropolitan region. A team comprising RSHP, the 

London School of Economics and Arup was commissioned to 

address the key social and environmental challenges facing 

Grand Paris in the 21st century. 

As part of an integrated approach to public transport, the 

team proposed a series of circumferential metro lines 

linking strengthened poly centres in the Parisian suburbs 

and reinforcing the existing public transport network. 

New ‘metropolitan armatures’ were also proposed, to 

be constructed over the divisive and inaccessible urban 

canyons formed by the existing rail lines and housing 

integrated infrastructure. These would link the centre of the 

city to the suburbs and also create lateral routes between 

previously separated neighbourhoods. 

RSHP continues to work directly with the French 

Government to develop a more humane, responsive and 

ecologically sensitive Paris for the 21st Century.
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This collaboration with the French 

Government will help develop a 

more humane, responsive and 

ecologically sensitive Paris for the 

21st Century

10 Principles for Metropolitan Paris

1. Restructure metropolitan governance in the 

Ile-de-France

2. Build Paris on Paris

3. Complete the metropolitan transport network

4. Create a polycentric Metropolitan Paris

5. Build balanced communities

6. Rebalance the regional economy

7. Bridge the physical barriers of the city

8. Create a metropolitan open space network

9. Reduce the environmental footprint of 

Metropolitan Paris

10. Invest in high-quality design

Create new circumferential connections that link the diff erent urban 
centres of the periphery to complement and reinforce the existing radial 
system.

Approach: Not a “Grand Projet” but a multitude of interventions - “1000 
Projects”. 
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