
This study that in principle addresses issues of mobility 

and infrastructure also raises fundamental questions 

about our collective future, about the sustainability of our 

current lifestyles, the shape of our cities, on governance 

and on the choices we make as individuals
Stephen Barrett, Partner - RSHP
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The Roads of the Future Grand Paris  project explores how 

motorways can be transformed into a network of linear, 

multifunctional parks that complete and expand the existing 

public transport systems through multi-use armatures that 

privilege shared transport systems, walking and cycling.

Commissioned by the Forum Métropolitain du Grand Paris, 

the study has two principal timelines, 2030 and 2050. It 

proposes to transform motorways into connected corridors 

of public infrastructure and seeks to explore the effect 

this transformation might contribute to generating more 

sustainable, productive and resilient urban cities in the age of 

“Intelligence”. This transformation would create linear parks 

that also serve as flexible armatures for renewable energy, 

biodiversity and water harvesting in the interests of the 

common good.

The 2030 scenarios extrapolate present trends in transport 

and urbanism, pedestrianizing key segments of roadway and 

greening the city through a policy of extensive tree planting. 
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Based on evolutions in shared electric and autonomous 

mobility, the more radical transformations for 2050 take two 

forms: one, a high-tech ‘smart’ system driven by advances 

in technology and artificial intelligence; the other, a sober 

but robust, low-cost/low-tech public space network that 

prioritises compact urban forms, walking and cycling. These 

two systems are not mutually exclusive and may in fact be 

complementary.

In both cases, the motorway forms part of a Shared Utility 

Network (or “SUN”):  road systems that contribute to 

the quality, sustainability and health of urban life. These 

adaptable platforms provide a mechanism that helps 

address the challenges of climate change, resource and 

energy scarcity. In prioritising mobility for citizens currently 

deprived of viable public transport within walking distance, 

these networks also aim to redress the inequalities in 

transport provision that characterise large cities and thereby 

perpetuate the use of private vehicles.
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